
The Tragedy of Wasted Privilege
Romans 9:1-5



Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, 
“It was necessary that the word of God be 
spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and 
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, 
behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.” 

Acts 13:46



“Therefore let it be known to you that this 
salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; 
they will also listen.” 

Acts 28:28



The Problem

Israel’s failure to embrace the Gospel 
calls into question the value of the 
privileges and promises God has given 
them.
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1.  The pain of Paul  (vs. 1-3).

• He understood Jewish unbelief first-hand

• Jewish brethren questioned his loyalty  

• But his heart was filled with sorrow and grief
vs. 1-3 
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2.  The privilege of Israel (vs. 4-5).

• who are Israelites
• to whom belongs the adoption as sons
• and the glory
• and the covenants
• and the giving of the Law
• and the temple service
• and the promises
• whose are the fathers
• from whom is the Christ
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3.  The parallel of today.

Kids who grow up in Christian homes

• Kids: don’t waste your opportunity

• Parents: don’t be surprised if the privileges 
your children have don’t produce the 
outcome you expected.

It is not as though the Word of God has failed.


